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W
hat is CO

VID
-19?

•
Bat coronaviruses im

plicated in pandem
ics

•
SARS, civet cat interm

ediate host 
•

M
ERS, drom

edary cam
el interm

ediate host 
•

SARS-COV2, is interm
ediate host a pangolin?

•
RNA virus easily transfers/m

utates 
•

W
uhan w

et m
arket: stressed live w

ild anim
als 

in tiny cages under crow
ded conditions

•
Perfect conditions for the virus to m

utate and 
jum

p from
 one stressed host to another

•
Spreads through droplets and fecal 
contam

ination





H
abitat loss and P

oaching
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H
um

an and W
ildlife conflict leads to cross 

species disease transm
ission 



Tourists view
ing gorillas in Bw

indi Im
penetrable National Park, Uganda under the 7-m

etre rule. 
©

 Allison Hanes June 2011.



Are non hum
an great apes susceptible to 

CO
VID

-19 and other respiratory diseases?
•
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•
Tw

o recent studies have show
n that hum

ans, great apes and other old-
w

orld prim
ates have sim

ilar ACE2 protein receptors that m
ake them

 highly 
susceptible to SARS-COV2 that causes COVID-19. 



H
ow

 to Prevent the Spread of CO
VID

-19 
and other Respiratory D

iseases from
 

H
um

ans to G
orillas 

Ranger Training W
orkshops

M
arch 2020





Figure 3. Seven-m
etre reference at the UW

A briefing point BINP, Uganda.
©

 Allison Hanes M
ay 2011.



Annalisa W
eber et al. 2019



G
reat Ape View

ing Regulations

•Park staff, tourists and 
researchers w

ith flu or cough 
should not be allow

ed to go to 
the forest.
•All people visiting the gorillas 

w
ill have their tem

peratures 
checked
•M

andatory hand w
ashing using 

soap and w
ater and disinfectant 

before trekking.





G
reat Ape View

ing Regulations

•View
ing of gorillas at a 

m
inim

um
 distance of 7 m

eters 
at all tim

es.
•Dig a hole 30 cm

sdeep and 
cover it after going to the toilet 
in the forest
•W

earing of face m
asks by every 

person visiting the gorillas 
including park staff, tourists, 
veterinarians and researchers 
w

hile view
ing gorillas



G
reat Ape View

ing Regulations

•
COVID-19 has enabled a review

 of 
the great ape view

ing regulations 
•

After the COVID-19 pandem
ic 

additional park staff w
ill receive the 

sam
e training to ensure that these 

regulations are enforced to further 
protect the gorillas and chim

panzees 
from

 hum
an diseases 

•
CTPH donated infrared therm

om
eters 

to Bw
indi for the gorilla trekking sites

•
Tourists are now

 dem
anding that the 

gorillas and chim
panzees are 

protected from
 COVID-19





Training of H
um

an and G
orilla Conflict Resolution 

Team
s (H

U
G

O
s) in CO

VID
-19 m

itigation



Preventing the spread of CO
VID

-19 am
ong local 

com
m

unities and from
 people to gorillas at Bw

indi

    FEV
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There is currently no vaccine to prevent 
the coronavirus.

Sym
ptom

s of a corona infection are 
sim

ilar to that of a com
m

on cold or flu. 

C
ontact the national hotlines and/or your 

doctor im
m

ediately and stay at hom
e.  
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w
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ho.int/em
ergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-20

19
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W
A

SH
 H

A
N

D
S O

FT
EN

W
ash your hands often w

ith soap and w
ater for 

at least 20
 seconds especially after you have 

been in a public place, or after blow
ing your 

nose, coughing, or sneezing.

C
O

V
ER

 C
O

U
G

H
S A

N
D

 SN
EE

Z
ES

C
oronavirus  spreads prim

arily through 
droplets generated w

hen an infected person 
coughs or sneezes.

A
V

O
ID

 C
LO

SE C
O

N
TA

C
T

Keep a safe distance  (2 m
eters or 6 feet) 

betw
een yourself and other people. 

Especially w
ith people w

ho are unw
ell.

C
LEA

N
 A

N
D

 D
ISIN

FEC
T

C
lean and disinfect frequently touched 

surfaces daily. C
oronavirus also spreads 

w
hen a person touches a surface or object 

that has the virus on it, then touches their eyes, 
nose, or m

outh.
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B
ET

W
EEN

 P
EO

P
LE A

N
D

 
G

O
R

ILLA
S

A
void close contact w

ith gorillas and other w
ild 

anim
als. Stay at least ten m

eters (30
 feet) aw

ay 
from

 gorillas. Turn aw
ay to cough or sneeze in 

your elbow
. C

all U
ganda W

ildlife A
uthority and 

H
U

G
O

s w
ho w

ill w
ear m

asks to safely chase 
gorillas from

 your gardens.

 



Preventing the spread of CO
VID

-19 am
ong local 

com
m

unities and from
 people to gorillas at Bw

indi
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N
aaba om

ungaro em
irundi erikum

ara orikukozesa 
esabuni ham

w
e n’am

eizi kum
ara obutikitiki 20, na 

m
unonga ahanyim

a y’okuruga om
u m

w
anya 

ogubuganeireho abantu, ninga ahanyim
a y’okufuna, 

okukorora ninga okw
esyam

ura.
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N

A
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N
A

/O
K

W
ESA

M
U

R
A

A
kakooko ka Korona nikaturira na m

unonga okurabira 
om

u tw
izi oturi kuruga om

u m
untu akarw

eire yaba 
nakorora ninga ari kufuna/okw

enyam
ura.

O
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M

U
N

T
U

G
um

a oteireho om
w

anya m
urungi ahagati yaw

e 
n’abandi bantu oguri kw

eingana M
ita 2 (2 m

eters) 
nari Futi 6 (6ft), na m

unonga abo bantu abatari 
kw

ehurira gye.

Y
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N
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R
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R
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W
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B

U
K

O
K

O
Yeyonje, kandi oyesim

uure om
ubazi oguri kw

ita 
obukooko (sanitizer) buri shaaha zoona hagira 
ekiw

akw
ataho bur'eizooba. A

kakooko ka Korona ni 
katurira haba hariho om

untu ow
akw

ata aha kintu kyona 
kyeine akakooko, ahanyim

a akakw
ata om

u m
eisho, 

enyindo na n’om
ukam

w
a keye

A
ha bw

a hati, tihariho m
ubazi 

gw
’okutam

ba akakooko ka Korona.

O
bum

anyiiso bw
’oburw

eire bw
a Korona 

nibushana nk’obw
a burijo bw

a senyiga.

Tera esim
u y’eihanga ahonaho ninga oyete 

om
ushaho juba kandi ogum

e om
uka. 
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Yerine kuhika heihi n’engagi ham
w

e n’ezindi nyam
eishw

a. 
G

iraho om
w

anya guri kw
eingana m

ita eikum
i (10

 m
eters/ 

30
 ft) otakahikire aha ngagi. W

aba noyenda kukorora 
n'okufuna nari okw

esyam
ura, ohindukye oranzye 

enyim
a, kandi okozese enkokora y'om

ukono gw
aw

e.
Yeta abakozi ba paaka ninga aba H

um
an and G

orilla 
C

onflict Resolution (H
uG

os) abarajw
ara obukingirizo 

aha m
unw

a n’aha nyindo, kubinga engagi kurungi kuruga 
om

u m
usiri gw

aw
e.
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W
e are training 270 VH

C
Ts to conduct Behaviour C

hange 
C

om
m

unication in 6 high hum
an and gorilla conflict 

parishes
•

G
ood hygiene and sanitation

•
H

ow
 to prevent and control 

Infectious disease (C
O

VID
-19, TB 

and other respiratory diseases, 
scabies, H

IV, diarrheal diseases)
•

Voluntary Fam
ily planning

•
N

utrition
•

Sustainable agriculture
•

R
eport hom

es visited by gorillas
•

Aw
areness on zoonotic diseases

•
Prevent illegal entries in the forest

•
G

orilla and forest conservation
•

Ecotourism



Training of Village H
ealth and Conservation 

Team
s (VH

CTs) in CO
VID

-19 m
itigation



In the absence of Tourism
, how

 do w
e ensure that 

the w
ildlife is protected?

•
Support Alternative Livelihoods not dependent on 
tourism
•

Provide Gorilla Conservation Coffee for custom
ers not 

able to travel to Uganda
•

Diversify/Sw
itch livelihoods: Ride for a W

om
an is 

m
aking m

asks for people com
ing into close contact 

w
ith the gorillas and for those w

ho provide health 
care to people including the VHCTs
•

Fundraising drives for anim
als in the w

ild and in zoos, 
such as Uganda W

ildlife Education Centre
•

Provision of Food for the m
ost vulnerable



Ride For a W
om

an: D
iversify/Sw

itch Livelihoods
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SOCIAL AND ENVIRONM
ENTAL IM

PACT

SUPPO
RT 

LO
C

A
L FA

RM
ERS:

buying coffee from
 farm

ers 
above the m

arket price 
($0.50/kg)
a

n
d

 se
llin

g
 a

t a
 h

ig
h

e
r p

ric
e

 
to
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d
 

re
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C
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G
O
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a
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d

 p
u

b
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e

a
lth
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h
 

a prem
ium

 to C
TPH (N

G
O

) 
fro

m
 sa

le
s:

•
$0.25/kg (g

re
e

n
 c

o
ffe

e
)

•
$1.50/kg (ro

a
ste

d
, 

p
a

c
ka

g
e

d
 c

o
ffe

e
)



PRODUCT

1°PREM
IUM

 BLEN
D

:
•

100%
 A

ra
b

ic
a

 C
o

ffe
e

W
E A

RE W
O

RLD
W

ID
E:

•
Uganda

•
Ke

nya
•

USA
 (pangols.com

) 
•

C
a

na
d

a
•

N
ew

 Zealand
•

Fra
nc

e
•

South A
frica

•
Sw

itze
rla

nd
•

UK

3 SIZES:
•

125g
•

250g
•

500g

27
SA
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O
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N

E SIP A
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Protecting G
orillas and supporting the Local Com

m
unity 

G
orilla Conservation Coffee bought and shipped to M

oneyrow
Beans in the U

K during the CO
VID

-19 pandem
ic



H
ow

 can the M
edia H

elp?

•Influence the general public
•Influence decision m

akers and policy m
akers

•Stim
ulate citizen action



Thank You  Very M
uch  

w
w

w
.ctph.org

Tw
itter: @

doctorgladys, @
C

TPH
U

ganda, #O
neH

ealth
Facebook: C

onservation Through Public H
ealth, G

orilla C
onservation C

offee
Instagram

: https://w
w

w
.instagram

.com
/ctph_uganda/

gladys@
ctph.org


